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Function 

The Committee’s objectives and scope of activities are to advise the President on appropriate 

U.S. action in response to requests from States Parties to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the 

Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of 

Cultural Property (“the 1970 UNESCO Convention”).  

As a State Party to this convention, the United States strives to protect and preserve cultural 

property from threats of pillage and trafficking.  The Convention on Cultural Property 

Implementation Act (CPIA), 19 U.S.C. §§ 2601-2613, implements the United States’ obligations 

under the 1970 UNESCO Convention, either through emergency actions or bilateral cultural 

property agreements (typically framed as Memoranda of Understanding) between the United 

States and another State Party to the !970 UNESCO Convention.  In collaboration with partner 

countries, certain categories of cultural property are designated by the U.S. government as 

important to archaeology, prehistory, history, literature, art, or science.  These include 

archaeological objects (e.g., antiquities, historical monuments) and ethnological objects (e.g., 

rare manuscripts, items used in rituals).   

Much of the authority of the President under the CPIA has been delegated via executive order 

(E.O. 12555 of March 10, 1986) or assigned by subsequent legislation to the Secretary of State 

and now rests with certain senior officials at the Department pursuant to further delegations of 

authority.  The government of any State Party to the 1970 UNESCO Convention may request a 

cultural property agreement by submitting a written request to the Department of State (“the 

Department”). In essence, cultural property agreements are tools for preventing illicit activity.  In 

some countries, it is unlawful to excavate, remove, or export cultural objects without a permit.  

Once a bilateral agreement is in place and corresponding import restrictions have been imposed, 

importation of designated objects into the United States is prohibited except under limited 

circumstances.  The goal of such an agreement is to protect cultural heritage by reducing the 

incentive for further pillage of archaeological and ethnological material. 

On receiving a request, the Department refers the matter to the Cultural Property Advisory 

Committee (“the Committee”) for its recommendations and views.  In making its 

recommendations, the Committee takes into consideration the foreign government’s request and 

supporting documentation, as well as information that may be available from other sources.  

These sources include, but are not limited to, individuals, academic and scientific organizations, 
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the United States government, intergovernmental organizations, and non-governmental 

organizations with recognized expertise in the subject matter.  Public comment, while not 

required, may also be solicited. 

Membership 

A roster of members is attached. 

Meetings 

The Committee met three times in Washington, DC during the reporting period: October 23-24, 

2017; May 2-4, 2018; and July 31-August 2, 2018. 

All three meetings included closed sessions to permit discussions involving matters the 

premature disclosure of which would compromise the government’s negotiating objectives or 

bargaining positions on the negotiation of agreements authorized by 19 U.S.C. §§ 2601 et seq. 

Accomplishments 

October 23-24, 2017.  In open session, the Committee received oral public comments on the 

proposed extension of the Memorandum of Understanding Between the Government of United 

States of America and the Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia Concerning the Imposition 

of Import Restrictions on Archaeological Material from Cambodia from the Bronze Age through 

the Khmer Era.  The Committee met in closed session to permit the discussion of the proposal to 

extend the same agreement.  The Department considered the Committee’s views and 

recommendations as contained in its report, and a cultural property agreement with Cambodia 

was subsequently signed in Phnom Penh on September 12, 2018.  This agreement continues 

import restrictions that first went into effect on September 22, 2003. 

The Committee also conducted “continuing review” of the cultural property agreements in effect 

at the time, in accordance with 19 U.S.C. 2605(g)(1).  As the Committee did not find that any of 

the conditions described in 19 U.S.C 2605(g)(2) as requiring a report were present, no report was 

submitted.  

The Committee also discussed administrative matters including in-person/virtual meeting 

attendance and the 2018 meeting schedule.  The Committee also responded to the Department’s 

plan to simplify cultural property agreement negotiations by employing a standard agreement 

template.  This plan necessitates shifting the Committee’s country-specific recommendations on 

measures to strengthen cultural heritage protection to an “action plan” agreed by both 

governments or, in some cases, to an official communique from the Department to the partner 

government. 

May 2-4, 2018.  In open session, the Committee received oral public comments on both a 

request by the Government of Ecuador seeking import restrictions on archaeological and 

ethnological material and a proposal  the government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)  

to extend the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of United States of 

America and the Government of the People's Republic of China Concerning the Imposition of 

Import Restrictions on Categories of Archaeological Material from the Paleolithic Period 

through the Tang Dynasty and Monumental Sculpture and Wall Art at Least 250 Years Old.  The 

Committee met in closed session to discuss Ecuador’s request and a potential extension of the 

agreement with the PRC.  Regarding the former, the Department considered the Committee’s 
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